Phallocryptus spinosa (Thamnocephalidae) is a small primitive crustacean which lives in 
. Geographic situation of sampling sites of Phallocryptus spinosa.
Biological and ecological observations: for each population, 20 males and 20 females have been measured using a compound microscope equipped with an ocular micrometer. One numeric (setae number) and 13 metric parameters have been considered for morphometric study according to Amat (1980, modified) : total length, abdominal length, furca length, length of first antenna, length of ovisac, width of ovisac, width of the third abdominal segment, width of head, distance between complex eyes, maximal diameter of complex eye. The length and the width of the first abdominal spin were also considered. Sustainability, Agri, Food and Environmental Research, 2014, 2(4): 22-31 ISSN: 0719-3726 25
The size at first sexual maturity was determined as corresponding to the length of which 50% of the females presented signs of reproduction such as the presence of embryos or cysts inside the ovisacs. Those were dissected and the cysts were counted to determine fecundity. Cysts from each population were hydrated during 1h and their mean diameter was measured. Other observations as the population structure and associated carcinological fauna were also approached.
Results
Reproduction and morphometry: all the females reproduce by oviparity and were gravid at a total length ranged between 11.5 and 23.65 mm according to the origin. Data on fecundity and mean 
Discussion
Phallocryptus spinosa lives in Algeria in biotopes much wider than those known from literature comprised between 5 and 135 ha (Garcia et al., 1997; Mura, 1999; Abatzopoulos et al., 1999 , Moscatello et al., 2002 Mura & Takami, 2002 , Thiery & Puente, 2002 , except Tunisian Sebkhas of Sustainability, Agri, Food and Environmental Research, 2014, 2(4): 22-31 ISSN: 0719-3726 
